Daniel 2 — Class Study

Introduction

Daniel 2 highlights God’s supreme authority over earthly kingdoms and His ability to reveal
mysteries that humans cannot discern. This chapter demonstrates:

e God’s sovereignty over history and rulers

o The futility of human wisdom apart from God

e The eternal nature of God’s kingdom

o Faithfulness and prayer as the means of divine revelation

Historically, this occurs early in Daniel’s exile, shortly after Daniel 1. Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, has a troubling dream that none of his magicians, enchanters, or astrologers can interpret.
Daniel’s reliance on God demonstrates faithfulness, prayer, and divine wisdom.

Daniel 2:1-13 — The King’s Unsolved Dream

Scripture (CSB):

1 In the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his spirit was troubled,
and his sleep left him.

2 Then the king commanded that all the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and astrologers of Babylon be
brought before him so that they might tell him his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king.
3 The king said to them, “I had a dream, and my spirit is troubled to understand it.”

4 Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the
dream, and we will give the interpretation.”

5 The king answered the astrologers, “The matter has been firmly decided by me: if you do not tell me
the dream and its interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb, and your houses will be made a
dunghill.

6 But if you tell the dream and its interpretation, you will receive gifts and rewards and great honor
from me. So tell me the dream and its interpretation.”

7 They answered again, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation.”
8 The king answered, “I know for certain that you are trying to gain time, because you see that the
matter has been firmly decided by me:

9 if you do not tell me the dream, there is only one penalty for you. You have conspired to tell me
falsehoods until the time has passed. So tell me the dream, and I will know that you can give me its
interpretation.”

10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is not a man on earth who can tell the king’s matter; no
king, however great and mighty, has asked anything like this of any magician or enchanter or
astrologer.

11 What the king asks is difficult; no one can reveal it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is
not with flesh.”

12 Because of this, the king became furious and ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be executed.
13 So the decree was issued, and they began to kill the wise men; and they sought Daniel and his
friends to be killed as well.




Word Study & Notes

o Magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, astrologers — Babylonian experts in divination and dream
interpretation.

e Spirit troubled — Hebrew: ra’ah (disturbed, anxious), showing that even kings are under God’s
sovereign power but limited in understanding.

o Execution decree — demonstrates human inability to understand God’s purposes apart from
divine revelation.

Historical/Cultural Insight

o Babylonian courts relied heavily on diviners; dream interpretation was a prestigious skill.
o Refusal or failure could result in death, emphasizing the stakes of Daniel’s obedience and
God’s sovereignty.

Theological Insight
e (God alone reveals mysteries of the future.

e Human wisdom is limited; divine revelation comes to the faithful.
o Trials can test faith but provide an opportunity for God’s glory.

Cross-References

e Job 12:13 — God’s wisdom surpasses all human understanding.
e Proverbs 21:1 — God directs the hearts of kings.
e Daniel 1:17 — God gives knowledge and insight to the faithful.

How/Why Questions

1. Why could the Babylonian magicians not interpret the king’s dream?
2. How does the king’s fury reveal human dependence on God?
3. Why is Daniel’s faithfulness particularly significant in this context?

Application
e Trust God for insight in situations beyond human understanding.

e God’s wisdom is revealed to those who seek Him in prayer and obedience.
e Maintain faith under pressure, even when threats or consequences are severe.

Daniel 2:14-23 — Daniel Prays for Revelation

Scripture (CSB):

14 Then Daniel replied with prudence and discretion to Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard,
who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon.

15 He said to Arioch, “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me before the king, and I will
tell the king the interpretation.”

16 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions.

17 He asked them to seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his



companions would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

18 During the night, the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of
heaven:

19 “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and power are his.

20 He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to those with understanding.

21 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in darkness, and the light dwells with him.

22 To you, God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, for you have given me wisdom and power; you
have now made known to me what we asked of you, for you have revealed the king’s matter.”

Word Study & Notes

e Vision — Hebrew: chazon, divine revelation.
e Deep and hidden things — God reveals truths inaccessible to human reason.
e Blessing God — Daniel immediately glorifies God, modeling prayer and thanksgiving.

Historical/Cultural Insight

e Daniel demonstrates practical wisdom: he negotiates with Arioch while seeking God in prayer.
o Prayer was a central aspect of faithful resistance in exile.

Theological Insight

e God honors faithfulness with revelation.
e Divine revelation leads to praise and thanksgiving, not personal glory.
e God’s sovereignty extends over times, seasons, and rulers.

Cross-References
e Daniel 1:17 — God gives insight and wisdom.

e Proverbs 2:6 — Wisdom comes from the Lord.
e James 1:5 — God gives wisdom to those who ask.

How/Why Questions

1. Why did Daniel immediately pray with his friends before seeking the king?
2. How does Daniel’s prayer model dependence on God in stressful situations?
3. Why is blessing God central to receiving revelation?

Application
e Seek God first in prayer when facing impossible situations.

o Acknowledge God’s sovereignty over human affairs.
e Praise and thanksgiving should accompany every revelation or blessing.




Daniel 2:24-30 — Daniel Before the King

Scripture (CSB):

24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and
said, “Do not execute them. Take me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation.”

25 So Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king and asked, “I have found a man among the exiles
from Judah who can make known the interpretation to the king.”

26 The king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the
dream that I have seen, and its interpretation?”

27 Daniel answered the king, “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to the king
the mystery that the king asks,

28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King
Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream and visions of your head as you lay in bed
are these:

29 As for you, O king, your thoughts came into your mind while on your bed about what would happen
after this, and the God who reveals mysteries has made known to you what will be.

30 But as for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more
than all living, but so that the interpretation may be made known to the king and that you may know the
thoughts of your mind.

Word Study & Notes

e Mystery (Hebrew: raz) — hidden truth revealed only by God.
o Latter days — a prophetic term pointing to God’s unfolding plan for kingdoms and history.

Historical/Cultural Insight

e Daniel’s humility contrasts with Babylonian arrogance.
e Revealing the dream demonstrates that wisdom and power come from God, not human
learning.

Theological Insight

e God’s plan transcends human kingdoms.

e God uses faithful believers to reveal truth to powerful rulers.

o Faithfulness is rewarded with opportunity to honor God publicly.
Cross-References

e Daniel 2:21 — God changes kings and kingdoms.

o Isaiah 46:10 — God declares the end from the beginning.

e Matthew 24:30 — Fulfillment of God’s plans through prophecy.
How/Why Questions

1. Why does Daniel emphasize that the revelation comes from God, not his own wisdom?

2. How does this account show God’s sovereignty over rulers?
3. Why is it important that God reveals history to humble servants, not proud advisors?



Application

e Depend on God for wisdom, especially when facing complex challenges.
e Give God glory for knowledge and insight.
e Recognize that God can use humble believers to influence even kings.

Daniel 2:31-49 — The Dream and Its
Interpretation

Scripture (CSB Summary)

e The dream: a great statue with head of gold, chest of silver, belly of bronze, legs of iron, feet of
iron and clay.
e Interpretation:
o Head of gold — Babylon
o Chest and arms of silver — Medo-Persian Empire
o Belly and thighs of bronze — Greece
o Legs of iron — Rome
o Feet of iron and clay — divided kingdoms
o Stone cut without hands destroys the statue — God’s eternal kingdom established.

Word Study & Notes

e Stone cut without hands — Divine action; God’s kingdom will ultimately triumph.
o Statue metals — Progressive succession of empires.

Theological Insight
e God alone rules history; empires rise and fall under His authority.

e God’s kingdom is eternal, unshakable, and will ultimately replace all human kingdoms.
e Daniel’s faithfulness positions him to witness God’s unfolding plan.

Cross-References
e Daniel 7:13—-14 — Son of Man and eternal kingdom.

e Revelation 11:15 — God’s kingdom will reign forever.
o Isaiah 9:7 — Messiah establishes everlasting kingdom.

How/Why Questions

1. Why does God reveal the succession of empires to Daniel?
2. How does the prophecy encourage believers in oppressive times?
3. What does the “stone cut without hands” reveal about God’s kingdom?



Application

o Trust God’s sovereignty over nations and historical events.
e Remember that God’s eternal kingdom surpasses any earthly power.
o Stand faithful like Daniel, knowing God has ultimate control.

Daniel 2:50—49 — Daniel Honored

Scripture (CSB):

o Daniel is promoted to high office; praised by the king.
e Daniel demonstrates that obedience, prayer, and faithfulness result in God’s blessing.

Application
e God blesses faithfulness with influence and favor.

e Wisdom and discernment come from humble prayer and reliance on God.
e God can use believers to reveal truth to the powerful.

Summary of Daniel 2

Key Lessons:

e God alone reveals hidden truths and controls history.

o Faithful prayer leads to divine revelation and blessing.

e Human kingdoms are temporary; God’s kingdom is eternal.

e God rewards obedience with wisdom, influence, and protection.

Discussion Questions for Reflection:
1. How does Daniel 2 demonstrate God’s sovereignty over rulers?

2. Why is prayer essential before interpreting God’s truth?
3. How can believers today trust God in times of cultural or political pressure?



	Daniel 2 – Class Study
	Introduction

	Daniel 2:1–13 – The King’s Unsolved Dream
	Word Study & Notes
	Historical/Cultural Insight
	Theological Insight
	Cross-References
	How/Why Questions
	Application

	Daniel 2:14–23 – Daniel Prays for Revelation
	Word Study & Notes
	Historical/Cultural Insight
	Theological Insight
	Cross-References
	How/Why Questions
	Application

	Daniel 2:24–30 – Daniel Before the King
	Word Study & Notes
	Historical/Cultural Insight
	Theological Insight
	Cross-References
	How/Why Questions
	Application

	Daniel 2:31–49 – The Dream and Its Interpretation
	Word Study & Notes
	Theological Insight
	Cross-References
	How/Why Questions
	Application

	Daniel 2:50–49 – Daniel Honored
	Application

	Summary of Daniel 2

